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Tou having diſtinguiſh'd your ſelf 
in ſo remarkable a Manner againſt 
1 the Diſſenters, and beſtow'd many 

. . ſevere and furious Appellations on 


all thoſe, whoſe Conſciences are not ſo pliable 
to their Intereſt, as to give into all the Forms 


of the Church of England as by Lam eſtabliſ d; 


| you ſeem to me to be the fitteſt Perſon to 
addreſs this Diſcourſe of SC HIS to, as 
well, as what we ſhall hereafter think fit to 


publiſh, in the Vindication. of that abuſed 
People, from the unjuſt Calumnies, which, 


you, and your fiery Followers, have been 


pleaſed to utter. againſt theme, 
'Tis true, 1 ſhall not take much Notice of 
your. Sermon on the 5th of November, in 


which, you have vouchſaf d to give us all to 


he Devil; becauſe you have been ſo diffi- 
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| 3 1 
dent in your Canſe, as not to give any Ar- 
gument, or produce one Reaſon to prove 
the-Difſenters & CH MATACS,-and have 
thougnt it ſufficient to rail, and not to rea- 
ſon. I have, thefefste, from others pick d 
up thoſe frail 9 wg 3 _ 
' Fhodfhr fit torprofuge, as well, as all Cu 
e met wilt in Perfordl Diſputes 


more weiphty and-ſtrong; "whed you do, I 


E yenture, without much Vanity, to pro- 
ile a TS Confufation of them. 


N hing has mere naturally tempfed the 


here is no ſuch Thing as Schiſm at all, than 
the furious Conduct of ſome fiery, angry 


Gentlemen, who have endeayour'd to make 
everything To; ©: TILT . 4 #1 0 . pom of 


For my part, I never cowd get find; but 


that all Men, who own the Goſpel, and have 


e to the Peace and Profperity of 
the Church, or the Propagation of Truth 
always have allowed, that a Cauſeleſo Sepa- 


rativa tom a particular Church of Chriſt, 


of which we hive been once duly Members, 
is a Sin of a deep Dye: But on the other 


Ong not be of ſo laviſh a Credu- 
lity, as to believe that every Diparture is that 
bein Thing, m hich paſſionate Men in hot 


Blood, out of Prejudice to the Perſons of 


others, or a Neceſſity of Securing, and Eſta- 
bliſning their own Acquiſitions byer the Con- 
ſciences of Men, are reſolvy'd to call fo.  - 


* The Learned Hales, with great Jud gment, 


calls it One of rheſe Tbeclngicul Scure-Cromfj 
LIST) | | f 8 4 a 25 with 


TS 
ww 


f they are weak, I ſuppoſe, you will be 
rous'd by this, to. diſcover, form that are 


the-Erroneous Opinion, that 


* 


wit h which, thoſe, who uſe to uphold a Party in 
Religion uſe it to fright ſuch, as making any 


Enquiry into it, are ready to relinquiſh and op- 
_ poſe it, if it appear either erroneous, or ſuſpicions. 
Some of your furious Party have endeavour'd 
to confound us with a Quotation from St. Cy» 
prian, affirming it to be of ſo horrible a Guilt, 


that Martyrdom was not 4 ſufficient Expiation of | 


tit. St. Cyprian might have ſaid the ſame in 
Relation to any other Sin, ſince we cannot 


find in any Part of the Goſpel, that Martyr- 
dom was ever deſign'd by JESUS for the 


Expiation of Sin; but to bear Witneſs to 


the Truth of the Lord. However, the ſame 
_ Oprian will in another Place inform us, that 


Piebs obſequens Præceptis Dominicis, & Deum 
metuens, 4 Peccatore Præpoſito ſeparare ſe debet. 
A People fearing God, and conſcientiouſly obey- 
ing his Commands (not only may, but) ought 


to ſeparate themſelves from a ſcandalous, and 


wic ted Paſtor. From hence it is beyond Con- 
troverſy plain, that ſuch a Separation is not, 
in his Judgment, that Schiſm, which AMartyr- 
dom will not expi ate. 
The true Reaſon, why Separation in the 

Scripture, and purer primitive Times, was 
eſteem'd a Crime ſo unpardonable, was, becauſe 
the Church made no other Terms of Com- 
munion but what Chriſt himſelf had made. 
The Superintendents in thoſe Days durſt not 
venture the Churches Peace on ſo ſandy a 


Foundation, as her own Inventions, turn'd-in- 


to Impoſitions: For if the Terms of Commu- 
nion be of Man's making, the Separation that 
follows will be likewite of Man's making 3 
and whether a Church has Power firſt ta mate 
93 > 4 


1 s x 
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. 
Sin, and then to make it aum able, 1 have 
very great Reaſon to queſt ion. 
Let nothing be declar'd Schiſm, but what 
the. Scriptures have made ſo, and we are con- 
tent, that it be made as great a Sin, as any 
one of our Enemies {hall deſire. mee. 
For this Cauſe ( ſays. a furious Author) it 
pleas d God, that his Church in thoſe early Days 
fſbou d rather. be harraſs'il with Perſecutions, which. 
made it unite itſelf the cloſer; and paring off all 
| Superfluities, kept to the neceſſary and eſſential 
Doctrines deliverd to ir; than to be ſoſten d, and 
made wanton by Eaſe, und ſo corrupt the. Sili- 
city of the Goſpel. To this I ſhall reply, that 
let a Church return to the Simplicity of the 
Goſpel, let her repent of that Softnefs, and 
Wantonneſs of Spirit, which hy Eaſe ſhe has 
contracted; let het pare off all Superfluities, 
and keep cloſe to the Neceſſary, and Eſſen- 
tial Doctrines deliver'd to it; and there 
wou'd not be one among vs, but wou'd write 
as ſtrong Invectives againſt Schiſm as any. 
Ibo we are all convinc'd, that real Schiſm 
is a moſt deteſtable Impiety, yet to raiſe a 
greater Averſion in us to it, it may not be 
amiſs to liſten to ſuch Reaſonings of ſome 
of our Adverſaries, as muſt empty all the 
Conventicles more effectually than the Ab- 
rogation of the Act of Tolerat ion, ſd great a 
Grievance in the Eye of the Examiner; and 
e endtmornymexmruey: 
Mone | ( ſays the ſore- quoted Autlior) can 
doubt of, this, who conſiders what Care our Sa- 


_ viour took to prevent it; what Pains. He took wit 


bis Apoſtles, that they might be inſtructed, and 
not differ in the Delivery of his Mind 57 777 
* 25 Wee. | | ri, 


. 


World. We do, with all humble Fhankful- 


neſs, acknowledge the ſacred Care of our 
Saviour in In Hructing, and the Application 


of the Apoſtles in following thoſe Inſtratiens. 


They deliver'd to the Churches the whole 
Counſel of God, Acts 20. 27. and ſo only the 


| Counſel of God, 1 Cor, 11. 23. I receiv'd of the 


Lord, that, which I deliver'd unto you... And 


let but the Paſtors of the Church imitate 
theſe Patterns, keep exactly to their Inſtructi- 
ons from the Lord Chriſt, which, We can by 
no Means think inſufficient to attain the Ends 
_ of Unity and Peace ( elſe had they not been 
ſufficiently inſtructed) and either we ſhall have 


no Separations, or the Caſe will be ſo plain, 
the Separation ſo evidently Schiſm, that the 
Schiſmatics will not be able to cover. their 
groſs Prevarication. But when Ambaſſadors 
dne inſtructed in all Means to prevent 
that Evil, ſhall go beyond their Inſtructions, 
and impoſe new, and unheard-of Terms of 
Communion, I muſt beg Leave to affirm, 


That they are not Ambaſſadors; and by con- 


. ſequence a Refuſal to comply with them in 
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| Feliſt all Beginnings of Scbiſm in every Church 


hoſe Impoſitions, cannot be wreſted to an 
Aſtront, but muſt be eſteem'd a Fidelity to 
him, who entruſted them with thoſe Diſ- 


patches. A nd if Chri ſt's Iuſtructions iven 


do his Apoſtles to prevent this Evil, ſhou'd 


by theſe Gentlemen be aſſerted inſufficient 
to obtain this End, I am afraid, that they 
will find but a very poor Aſſiſtance from have 
ing Recourſe to Men for ſuller In#ruftions. 


But to prove the Greatneſs of the Sin, it 


Is obſerv'd, That the Apoſtles were induſtrious to 


to 
heal 


< 8 "FX 
heal All Breaches, and to take away all Ociifoh | 
of Diviſion, to unite all Hearts, and reconcile 
All Minds. But then I muft reply, that they 
either are not Succefſors to the Apoſtles, 0 
theit healing Spirit, ot elſe have diſcove 
ſome Reaſons of Weight and Importance 
depart from their Opinion of the NY 
of that Sin, who, inſtead of taking away the 
Occaſions of Diviſions they. have given, or re- 
moving theſe Stumbling'- blocks ont of the 
tothe Ny of Sn which x hey had laid, dp, add | 
wo eN 
- Ther X» is a Nee Þ Proof a zainſt Si, po 
aue de! from the Lovelineſs of Unity. 

not (ſays one of them) the abb 57 the 
Chri ſtian Doctrine, nor the Clorioufieſs of the 

Hopes it propoſes, that will ſo recommend it to 
the Opinion, and Eſteem of Beholders, as when 
it ſhall be ſaid, Ecce! ut Chriſtianj amant N 
When they ſhall obſerve the Love, Concord and 
5 Undnimiy among the Profeſſors of it. Theſe 
Words have unawares really ſtumbled on the 
formal Reaſon of Schiſm, or Sin ful Separation, 
Which lies not in the Variety of Opinions, 
or aß Practices, Modes, or Forms of 
Worſn ; but a Want of True Love and Cha- 
rity. That, which renders Chriſt ianity truly 
E and amiable in the Eyes of the 
olders, is, that it teaches its Profeſſprs to 
love one another with a pure Heart fervently, 
tho' under different Perſuaſions, as to Modes 
of Divine Worſhip, and Diſcipline : That 
their Hearts are larger to receive one ano- 
thers Perſoas\, than their Heads are to re- 
ceive one anothers Notions. But yet as he 
iz dut a Wat, bk imprudeat Lofer, that 
_ _ Chooſes 


a 
chooſes his Wife by the Eye, for the Sym⸗ 
metry of her External Frame, or Cloathing 
of wrought Gold, rather, than for thoſe Ver- 
Tues, that adorn the Soul; ſo he, who chooſes 
his Religion by Senſe, and not by Faith, will 
make a moſt lamentable Bargain. He, that 
falls in Love with Chris Church on external 
Allurements, and extrinſic Motives, will ej- 
ther repent, or quit his Choice, when She is 
3 her outward Frame diſcompos'd, 
her Order violated, the Shepherd ſmitten, and 
the Sheep ſcatterd. Whereas he, who e- 
ſpouſes Religion for thoſe inviſible Glories 
Which it propoſes, and keeps in his ſteady 
Eye the Recompence of Reward, will adhere to 
his Choice, when She is moZ# black, and the 
Sun of Perſecution has look'd too familiarly upon 
ber. . . 5 
But without troubling my ſelf, or my 
Reader, with any more of ſuch fine Argu- 
ments, Schiſm is an Evil, whether you, Sir, 
be angry at it, or not; and S pαr tion muy be 
good, whether you are pleas d, or not. All 
the Queſtion will be, that ſince it is too vi- 
dent to be deny'd, that there is a 5cparation 
amongſt us, from the Political Part of the 
Church of England, and fuppoling, that there 
is Sin one where, or other, where the Guilt 
of it ought to lie. I meet with one of your 
Brethren, who has ſpoken a great deal in a 
few Words. That ſome have found Pleuſure 
to get the Child, which they wou d, by no Means, 
have laid at their own Doors. A ſucceſsful Piece 
of Villany it is, which ſometimes paſſes for a 
Virtue; for the Fathers, who have begot theſe 
Brats, to expoſe Som to be maintain'd Th 
| the 


(10 3 
the Coſt of the poor innocent Pariſh. And if 
we might gueſs at the true Father, by the 


Features of the Child, all the Diviſions, that 
have ſo heavily charg'd the Churches, having 
ſprung from Ceremonies, from needleſs Im- 
poſitions, from unneceſſary Terms of Com- 
munion they, who take ſuch Pleaſure to be- 
get the one, may be preſum'd to be the 
| Grand-Fathers of the other. 
But I think, it is now high Time to come 
to the ſettling of the true Notion of Schiſm: 
A Point that deſerves to be handled with the 
_ greateſt Exactneſs, for upon the true ſtating 
of this, the whole Controverſy depends. Your | 
Friends, Sir, have given us this Notion, or 
Definition of Schiſm, viz. Schiſm is a voluntary 
Departing, or Separation of one's ſelf without juſt. 
Cauſe giv'n from that Chriftian Church, of which 
he was once a Member. Or, Sehiſm is the Breach 
of that Communion, in which a Man might haue 
continu d without Sin. I have no great Occa= 
ſion to find Faults, or pick Holes in this De- 
finition, they will offer themſelves very vi- 
ſibly, as your good Friend opens, and explains 
the Terms. I ſhall only by the Way, obſerve 
1. That it offends againſt one of the ſacred 
Laws of Definition, which ought moſt reli- 
giouſly, and inviolably to be obſerved ; De- 
finitiones debent cum definito reciprocari, The 
Definition ought to be convertible with the Thing. 
defin d; but that this is not ſo, is evident, 
becauſe there may be a Schiſm, where there 
is no Separation from external Communion; 
there is a Schiſm in a Church, as well as from 
a Church. The Churches Garment may be 
wat, and yer not rent in two. Thus the A- 
poltle, 


„ 
poſtie, 1 Cor. 11. 18. When you come topethey 
in the Church, I hear there are Diviſions among 
You. wxgw Xiopars c uv vaagkews Chap. 12. 
Ver. 25. That there may be no Schiſm in the 
Body, ive wn n GXiop% , rd OW AT. That De- 
\ Hnition, that leaves out thoſe who ought to 

be taken in, muſt neceſſarily be ſtark naught. 
2. This Definition is very ſhort, in expreſ- 
ſing that, which is, indeed, the Poiſon, and 
Venom, the formal Reaſon of all Schiſmatical 
Departure, viz. the Want of Charity, and E- 
 wangelical Love; for he that departs from a 
Society, yet loves the real Chriſtians therein, 
and the Society itſelf, ſo far as it is a Church 
of Chriſt's Inſtitution, only he loves his own 
Soul with a more intenſe Love, and accord- 
ingly makes the beſt Proviſion for it he can; 
and wou'd rejoyce, that others wou'd accept 
of the ſame Advantages, ought not to be calld 
_. a Sehiſmatic;, but if they, who pretend to a 
Power of Stamping what Significations they 
pleaſe upon Words, will call him fo, the beſt. 
Is, no Nick-Names will prejudice him in the 
Sight of that God, who ſearches the Heart, 
.and tryeth the Reins, As Hereſy is oppos d 
to Faith, ſo is Schiſm oppos'd to Love, and 
Hereſy, and Schiſm are diſtinguiſh'd by thoſe 
Things, to which each of them is oppos'd. 
3. Tis faulty for its Ambiguity, becauſe he 
tells us not what the Chriſtian Church is, 
from whence the Departure muſt be made, 
to denominate it Schiſmatical. If he means a 
particular Congregation, united under its proper 
Paſtor, according to the Laws of Chriſt, it 
will prove it to be Schiſmatical, to depart 


from a Church of the. Non-Conformiſts. It he 
— ey under⸗ 


; Þ 
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underſtands a National Church, he ſhou'd do 
well to prove, that ſuch a Church is of Chriſt's 
Inſtitution. But I ſhall wave theſe, and many 
Things more, till he has diſcanted on the 
' Particulars of his own Definition. 

I call it (ſays he) a Departure, or Separation 
from the Socjety of the Church, to diſtinguiſh it 
| from other Sins, which, tho they are Breaches of 
the Laws of our Religion, and conſequently of the 
| Church, yet are not a Renunciation of the Society, 
\ There may be ſuch a Perſon, who for his wicked 
Ways, deſerves to be caſt out of the Church, a6 
being a Scandal, and Diſhonour to it, yet neither 
| ſeparating himſelf, nor being caſt out of the So- 

giety, remaining ſtill a Member of it. This is, 
Indeed, too true, and hence it is, that many 

Churches are ſo over-run with ſcandalous De- 
bauchees, that there is very little Difference 

between the Garden pal'd in, and the wide 
Wilderneſs ; and perhaps, if there were more 
of this Authoritative Separation, there wou'd be 
leſs of the Prudential Separation. 5 

I call it ( continues he) a voluntary Se para- 
tion, to diſtinguiſh the Sin from Puniſhment, or 
Schiſm from Excommynication. But he ought to 
have call'd it yoluntary on a higher Account, 
in Oppoſition to ſuch Departure, as is made 

with Kegret and Reluctancy. For when a fin- 
cere Chriſtian has us'd all due Means, to in- 
form himſelf of the Truth of ſuch a Principle, 
or the Lawfulneſs of ſuch a Practice, as may 

e made the Conditions of Communion with 
that Society ; when he has ask'd Advice of 
God in his Word; when he has pray'd with 
David, that God wou'd open his Eyes; when 
he has confer'd with the moſt judicious, and 
F impartial 


CC 
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impartial Chritians; and when he has humbly, 


and modeltly repreſented to the Paſtors, and 
Governours of the Church the ſuſpected Con- 
dition, or Innovation crept into the Church, 
and yet can neither procure Reformation of 


the Abuſe, nor Toleration of his particular 
Non- compliance; nor yet find Satisfaction of 

the Lawfulneſs of ſuch a Practice, he may, 
without Guilt, withdraw himſelf from that 
Society; nor ought this to be charg'd on him 
as a Departure, having in it any thing of ſinful 


Volunt arineſo. When a Merchant throws his 
Lading over-Board to preſerve his Life, I 
grant, he may be ſaid to throw it away wil- 


lingly, becauſe his precious Life preponde- 


rates all with him, and turns the Scale of 


the Will, yet ſure no Man will condemn 


| ſuch a Merchant for having too little Value 
for his Merchandize. Thus when a Chriſtian 
can find no Reſt, no Satisfaction to his Con- 


ſcience from thoſe ſuſpected Conditions, which 


1a the conſtant Exerciſe of his Communion 


do recur, and ſhall recede from that Socie- 
ty, joining himſelf to another where he may 


perſue his own Edification with full Satisfac- 


tion of Spirit, ſuch an One ought not to be 
charg'd with a Yoluntary Departure; nor will 
it be charg'd on him, in the Judgmeat of him 
who ſhall judge the World. | Fo 
Your worthy Friend goes on in this Man- 


ner, I call it a Departure from a particular 


Church, or from 4 Part of the Viſible Church, 


to diftinguiſh it from Apoſtacy, which is the 


Caſting off the whole Religion, the Name, and 
Proſeſſion of Chriſt ;anity. Here his Definition is 
defective, ſince he qught to have defia'd 5 4 


(14) 
arture from a particular Chure h of Chriſt, to 
. diſtinguiſh it from ſuch a Conſtitution, as is 
either no particular Church of Chriſt's In- 

ſtitution; or none ſo far as the Separation is 
made « from it, Such an One as is not u- 
nited under Chriſt's Officers, nor conjoin'd 
by Chriſt's Ligaments. Chriſt has taken pe- 
culiar Care, that there may be no Schiſm in 
the Body, 1 Cor. 12. 25. and to this End; 
he has commanded 4 Spirit of mutual 3 
bearance and Condeſcention. He has temper'd 
the Body with ſuch exact Proportion, that 
each of the Parts may take Care of the other. 
To this End he likewiſe inſtituted ſome 
Extraordinary Officers, whoſe Work and Of- 
fice were to ceaſe, when the preſent Exi- 
gence, and Occaſion was no more; and he 
| likewiſe inſtituted Ordinary Officers, whoſe 
Office and Employment ( as the Reaſons of 
them) were to be perpetual. ; 
Now if any Society of Men calling en 
ſelves a Church, (and in the chief Reſpects 
being really ſo ) retaining the great Doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, and ſuch Ordinances, 
by which Salvation is attainable, ſhall yer 
put it ſelf under other Officers, than thoſe 
appointed by Chriſt, and practice other Or- 
dinances, than he bas inſtituted, and make 
Communion with her impracticable, valeſs 
by ſubmitting to ſuch Officers, and ſuch Or- 
dinances, Se par at ion from that Society, can be 
no Separation from a particular Church of Chriſt > 
becauſe tho' they may be ſuch a Church in 
the main, yet ſo far as the Separation is 
made, they are not ſd ; and They deny Com- 
munion with them, /o {ar as they are a Church 


of 


(15) 

of Chriſt, on any One's not ſubmitting to 
them ſo far as they are not a Church of 
Chriſt; that is, ſo far as they have ſet up 
other Officers, and admitted other Ordi- 
nances, than were inſtituted by Chriſt, as 
far as we can diſcoyer by the Word of Chriſt 

This ſame Gentleman proceeds (Doctor) 
and fays —.— I add theſe Words, NHE RE- 
OF HE WAS ONCE A MEMBER ; becauſe 
Schiſm imports Dwviſion, and making two of 

that which was but one before. By this Way 
of reaſoning, if an Act were made to divide 
ſome of our greater Pariſhes (many of them 
much larger than ſome of the primitive Dio- 


ceſſes) into two, under their diſtinct Pa- 


ſtors, this muſt be a Schiſm, according to 
this excellent Definition. For, here is, 1. A 
voluntary Departure. 2. From a particular 
Church. 3. Whereof they were once all 
Members. And wherein 4. They might all 
have continu'd without Sin. 

But the moſt important Thing here will 
be, How I became a Member of that Church; 
from which the Departure is ſuppos'd to he 
made. For, 1. To be forc'd into a Church, 
will never make one ſuch a Member, bur 
that I may reſume my Liberty, and Righr, 
when the Force is remov'd. 2. Baptiſm a- 
lone will not do it; becauſe, as I conceive, 
that Ordinance folemaly unites me only to 
the Catholic Viſible Church, and not to any 
particular Congregation; otherwiſe, whenever 
the Providence of God ſhall tranſplant me 
into another particular Church, I muſt be re- 
13 baptix d. 3. Nor will any, being born, Sha 
SE. , YE: 
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bred within National Limits, and Precincts, 
denominate me a Member of ſuch a National 


Church, or Conſtitution, becauſe it paſſes 


for a current Maxim, that the Church i in 


the Common- wealth, and therefore, Church and 


Kingdom, Church - Member, and Subject, are 
not Terms of equal Dimenſions, and Extent. 


To make a Man, therefore, 4. A Member 


of a particular Church, there muſt be the 


Concurrence of his own free Choice, which, 
whether it ought to be ſigaify'd by expreſs, 


and overt Acts, or, that, an implicite, and 


tacite Conſent may ſuffice, is here no Time 
to diſcourſe. VVV 


gu ein Diſt (ee the gr 


elt) is that which he thus ſubjoins in a few 


Words ---- An unneceſſary Separation, or with- 


out ju$F Cauſe; or to ſeparate from the Society; 
wherein I may continue without Sin: Two Ex- 
treams, it ſeems, there are then. 


1. The firſt, of the Zealots of the Phurch of 


Rome, who ſcarce allow any Thing to be a ſufficient 


Cauſe of Separation. But I look On this, as a 
very unjuſt Surmize on the Remanzits; for their 


molt rigid Zealots will, in the general, al- 


low ſinful Conditions impos'd, as a juſt Ground 
of a ſinleſs Departure; but then, indeed, they 
deny to Individuals a Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion, to determine each for himſelf of the 


Sinfulneſs of the Conditions: Thus they take 


away with one Hand, what they gave with 
the Other. And in this ( worthy Doctor) 
you, and your fiery Brethren, ſeem as ſtreight 
lac'd, as theſe Romiſh Zealots: For, tho” in 
the general, you will allow us, very freely; 


— that ſinful Impoſitions are a juſt Plea fer 


Separation; 


NR 5 
.. Ot Rs as 
| Separation 3 yet, your fore-quoted Friend 
has plainly, and you itnplicitely, have ren- 
der'd that.-Conceſſion of little Value, by 4 
very. fine Contrivance, tho” ſufficiently Ho- 
torious. For, he all along tells us, that pri- 
date Wiſdom muſt ſubmit to the Public. For, 
( fays he ) Since the Peace of the Church often 
depends on ſuch Points, as Salvation does not, 
and ſince in many of thoſe, every Man is not 4 
aampetent Judge, ut muſt either be in Danger 
of being deceiv'd himſelf, or of troubling others; 
One muſt y Neceſſuy truſt ſomebody elſe wiſey 
than himſelf. So that the Matter, according 
to this Hypotheſis, is juſt as long as tis broad, 
with this Difference, that the Church of Rome 


» 
» 


2 that with open Mouth, which theſe 

zentlemen deliver between their Teeth. 
2. The other ſuppos'd Extream is, as he 
tells us, that of fome Proteſtants, who make 

the Cauſes of Separation as many, and us ſlight, as 
- the Jews did of Divorce, almoſt for any Matter 
whatever; but as our Saviour, when the Caſe was 
put, fonnd out a middle Way between Divorce for 
10 Cauſe at all, and for every Cauſe, ſo ought it 
to be done in this Buſmeſs of Schiſh  . 
Reverend Doctor! we are now in a hope - 
ful Way of compremiſing all the Controverſies, 
that have vext our Northern Climate, from the 
Beginning of the Reformation to this Day. For, 
as we may obaritably hope, that all our Ep:ſco- 
dal Brethren will ſtand to the Award. of their 
own Writers, fo I am confident, that I may 
Engage for all the Diſſenting Brethren, that 
they will abide by the Umpirage of Je. 
Chriſt; and that whatever Expedient he made 
Uſe of, in deciding the grand Queſtion «bour 


. 
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Dione, ſhall conclude them in all their De» 
| ' bates aborr Schiſmaz Now, the final; Deciſion 
| of that Affalr, we find, Mat. 19. 8. where 
our Saviour conſiders not What con'd plead in- 
„  veterare Cuſſam, or, a grey headed Practice to 
1 confirm its Pretenſions 3 he flights all the Ar. 
Wo guments. from, Laudable Examples, and the 
| | Traditions of their Fore-Fathers, 1A nd. runs. up . 
bw the Practice to its primitive Inſtitution, and _ 
Dees. chem, Ther from the Beginning it was not 
1 e. And, indeed, if a Tranſcript. be blotted, 
i  and-obliterated, We preſently. have Recourſe 
to the Original; to reſtore it: It was the 
8 Cry in the Council of Nice, Agra ry 
1 1 agꝶrei r and we cry. the ſame, One, and All 
= i. | Let the Terms of: Communion, in the firſt 
1 Plantation of the Goſpel-Church be produc'd, 
x and he that will not ſubmit to thoſe Arch: 
; 4 ; | | 5 Schiſmatic. TY . nnn 4 2 F 3 v%$ 
8 But now your Friend. and Champion is 
1 coming to the Point, and lays. dowa wen 
wee may with Juſtice ſeparate. from any Conn 
1 gregation - {ſay then (ſays he) and then 
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only, is there juſt Cauſe of Separation, when Per- 
ſeverance in the Communion of ſuch a Church | 
1 | cannot be without Sin; that is, when ſhe ſhall im- 5 
1 Fefe ſueh Laws and Terms of Sociei), as cannot , 
1 le ſubmitted to. without apparent Breach of the 
Divine Lam. Thus, ſays the Advocate of Per- ; 
| ſecution, and, if 1-ſhou'd tell you, that I ay 
J Juſt the contrary, we ſhou d, perbaps, make 
1 # Squabble of it.. Let it be, therefore, nei; 
8 | ther what he ſays; nor I ſay; but what wiſer f 
1 Men than both of us ſay, .who-may be pre- 
| ſum'd more ' impartial in their Judgments 7 
ä 


( 19 ) 
wherein they vindicate the Diſſenters, becauſt 


they were, or are eminent Members of this 
Church. And firſt, I will preſent you, Re- 


verend Doctor, with the judgment of Mr. 


Hales, a Perſon, of whom the Church of 


England has great Cauſe to boaſt. Now ay 
mong many other Things to our Purpoſe, 
in his Treatiſe of Schiſm, he acquaints us, 
1. That When either falſe, or uncertain Conclu- 


frons ave obtruded: for Truth; or Acts either un- 


lawful, or miniſtring juſt Seruple, are requir d 


of m to be per form'd. In theſe Caſes, Conſent 


word be Conſpiracy; and open Conte ſtation is 


35 not Faction, 07 Schiſm, but due Chri tian Ante 


moſity. 2. That nothing abſolves Men from the 
Gnilt of Schiſm, but true and unpretended Con- 
ſcience, ſuch a Conſcience, therefore, will ab- 


ſolve from the Guilt of it. 3. That where the 
Cauſe of SCHISM is neceſſary, there not he, that 


ſeparates, but he, that i the Cauſe of the Se para- 
tion is the Schiſmatic. 4. That to require the 
Execution of ſome unlawful, or ſuſpected Act, is 


: a juſt Cauſe of refuſing Communion. For not only 
= $34 Reaſon, | but in Religion too that Maxim as 


mits of no Releaſe ------ Cautiſſimi cujusqz pre- 
ceptum quod dubitas ne feceris. 5. That it 


| bas been a common Diſeaſe of Chriſtians, from tho 
Beginning, not to content themſelves with that 


Meaſure of Faith, which God and the Scriptures 
have expreſly afforded 3 but out of a vain Deſire 
to know more, than is reveal d, they have at's 
gempted to deviſe Things, of which we have no 
Light either from Reaſon, or Revelation. Nei- 
ther have they reſted here, but upon Pretence of 


Cbarch. Authority, (which is none) or Tradition, 
( which for the moſt Part is ſeign d) they have 
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. 2 
peremptorily concluded, and confidently 72751 
upon others a Neceſſity of entertaining Concluſions 
of that Nature. 6. To load our Public Forms 

with the private Fancies upon which we differ, is 
the moſt ſovereign Way to perpetuate Schiſm to 

the World's End. Prayer, Confeſſion, Thankſ= 
giving, Reading of Scriptures, Adminiſtration of 

Sacraments in the plaineſt and ſimpleſt Manner, 

were Matter enough to furniſh out a ſufficient Li- 
turgy, tho nothing either of Private Opinion, or of 

Church Pomp, of Garments, or preſcrib'd Geſtures, 
of Imagery, of Muſic, of Matter concerning the 

Dead, of many Superfluities which creep into the 
— Church under the Name of Order and: Decency, 
Aid interpoſe itſelf; To charge Churches, and Li- 

' Furgies, with Things tunes ad was the firſt Be- 
ginning of all Superſtition.” 7. That no Occaſion 
has produc'd more frequent,” more continuous, more 
ſanguineous Schiſmis, than Epiſcopal Ambition has 

done. 8. That they do but abuſe themſelves, and 


"$7 Others, that wou'd 'perfuade us, that Biſhops, by 
+ bg - Chriſt's Iuſtitution, have any Superiority over o- 
"8 ther Men, farther: thati that af: Reverence, or 
* | that any 'Biſhop is ſuperior to another, further 
== than poſitive Order agreed upon among Chriſtians 
$ i has preſcrib' d. g. In Times of manife$t Corrup- 


tions, or Per ſecutions, wherein Religigns Aſſes 
bling is dangerous, Private Meetings, homſoe ver 
beſides Public Order, are not only lawful, but 
they are of Neceſſity and Duty. * All Pious Aſr 
ſemblies in Times of Perſecution and Corruption, : 
boweyer prattis'd, are indeed, or rather alone, 
the Lawful Congregat ions; and Public Aſſem- 
blies, tho) accord ing to Form ef Law, are, in- 
dee d, not hing elſe. but' Rietu, and Conventicles, if 
they ve Pain with Corruption and Superſt The A 


Aſbonourable and reproac hing Speeches, aud Cen- 


8 
Ihers is another Perſon, whom you can- 
not but approve, whom I will preſume to 


recommend to your Conſideration , Jrenic. 


4 


p. 199: where ſpeaking of the private Chri- 


ſtian, he ſays, He is bound to adhere to that 


Church, which appears moſt to retain the Evan- 


22 Purity, And p. 116. He is bound to 
break off from that Society, which enjoins a Mix- 
ture of ſome Corruptions, as to Practice. One 


Word from Dr., Fackſon, cap, 14. of the 


Y 


Church, where he acquits thoſe of Schiſm, 
who withdraw from that Church, which im- 
poſes Rites and Cuſtoms, that croſs the Rule 
of Faith and Charity. Biſhop Bramhall's Te- 


ſtimony will paſs fon Sterling, p. 7, 8. of 
Schiſm. When there is a mutual | Diviſion of 
two Parts, or Members of the Myſtical Body of 


Chriſ one from the other, yet both retaining 
Communion with the Vniverſal Church; Quam- 
cunq; partem amplexus fueris, Schiſmaticus 


non audies, quippe quod Univerſa Eccleſia 


neutram damnavit z Which Side ſoever you 


cloſe with, you ſhall not be reproached for a Schiſ- 


matic, becauſe the Univerſal Church has con- 
dem d neither Side. And he plainly tells us, 


p. 101. That it was not the erroneous Opinions 


of the Church of Rome, but the Obtruding them 
' by Laws upon other Churches, that warranted 4 


Separation. e 3 1 | 
Give me Leave next to recommend, in 4 

rticular manner, to you, Sir, a Word from 
the Learned Lord Yerulam, Ii @ Sign (ſays 
he) 0% Exaſperation to condemn the 27 | 
Part as 4 delt; you, and ſome indiſcreet Pei 


Jons. have been bold in open Preaching, te 'uſe 
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ſures of the Churches abroad „and that fo far; 


4 * 


Among all theſe Worthies, we mult by 


Schiſmatic, who maintaining Evangelical Love 
towards, and holding the ſubſtantial Doc- 
trines own'd by the Church of England, ſhall 
either out of Choice, or Neceſſity tranſplant 


himſelf from under the ſpreading Shadow of 
9 R + 


0 3 no 

the Cathedral to a Parochial Church; and 
pet the One has its Organs, Adoration to- 
wards the Eaſt, and Altar, and many other 
Rites and Obſervances, unknown to the Vil- 
lages, and far more differing from the Paro- 


cChial Uſages, and Cuſtams, than the Wor- 


ſhip of moſt Country Towns differs from 
%%ÜĩÜ˙³ĩ¹⁵¹6Cẽ m 
But I will throw up the Advantage of all 
theſe Authorities, and yet leave it to the 
Abilities of you, Reverend Doctor, or any 
of your Kidney, to prove the former Propo- 
ſition, when I have firſt noted ſome, few 
Things. 1. By the ſaid Propoſition is re- 
quir'd an Apparent Breach of the Divine Lam, 
as the only Thing, that can excuſ: Separa- 
tion from the Guilt of Schiſm. But will not 
a Real Breach of the Divine Law do as well, 
unleſs it be ſo apparent as you can deſire? 
1 am perſuaded, that God never yet ſpoke 
ſo loud, as to be heard by him who had ſeal'd 
up his Ears; or wrote ſo plain, as that he 
ſhould: ſee his Mind, whoſe Eyes were blinded 
by Intereſt or Paſſion. , But what if it be. an 
Apparent Breach of the Divine Law in the ſin- 
cere Judgment of bim that ſeparates, muſt he 
never diſcharge his Duty, till he can per- 
ſuade all the World to ſee theirs, and purſue 
it. At that rate, I am afraid, the Separa- 


- * n 
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- Who ſhall be Judge, Whether the impoſed 
Terms contain an Appzrent Breach of the Pi- 
vine Lam, aud ſuch as will juſtity a Separa- 
tion? Mr. Hales, indeed, tells us, ---= It 
Point af uo great Depth, or Piſiculty; but 
9 3 yet 


tion from the Komi(h Church will har dly 1 


— — nes ny 
— * 


© 3 
pet the tie Solution of it carries. Fire in thi 
Tail of it; for it brings with it a Piece of Doc- 
 trine, which is ſeldom pleaſnig to Superiours. But 
did not Men hate chargeable Truth more than 
cheap Error, and love cheap Corruptions more 
than coftly Reformation, "there cou'd be no 
great Difficulty who ſhou'd be Judge. in this 
Caſe. For, 1. Who may more juſtly chal- 
lenge a Liberty to judge what Sin i, than 
he, that muſt be damn d if he do Sin ? He, 
that ſihs at another's Command, will hardly 
8 him to be his Subſtitute in his Con⸗ 
emnation; nor will God accept him̃ for the 
Sinner's Proxy, 2. If the Church muſt judge, 
then tho her Terms be the moſt apparent Vio- 
lations of the Divine Law, yet there can never 
be any lawfbl Separation, - unleſs we can ima- 
gine her fo modeſt as to cdnfeſs a Sin, and yet 
at the ſame time, fo immodeſt as to impoſe 
it. To acknowledge ber Terms ſinful, and 
yet, at the ſame time, to enjoin them as ne- 
ceſſary to Communio . 
It will be pretended, that the ſame Incon-⸗ 
veniences will follow the ocher Way, For, if 4 
particular Perſon, who withdraws muſt judge; 


then let the Terms be perfettly innocent, yex 


to be ſure, he will plead, that they are ſin- 
ful, unleſs we can fuppoſe him ſo modeſt; 
as to confeſs himſelf a Schiſmatic, and yet 
at the ſame Time fo immodeſt, as to perſe- 
vere in his Schiſm. But I conceive, that this 
Arguing is very wide. 1. Becauſe every 
Man's Soul lies at Stake, and it cannot be 
imagin'd, that he ſhould either not ſtudy its 
Intereſt, or that underſtanding it, he ſhould” 
not endeayour to fecure it. I ſpeak'of ſuch; 

. | as 


5 (25) _—_ 
as are otherwiſe Conſcientious. For if he be a 
Perſon vicious and profligate, one eaten up 
with Wickedneſs, we ought not to flatter 
our ſelves with any great Hopes of the Im- 
partiality of his Determinations; and if he 
has thus debauch'd his Conſcience, the Laws 
are open, the Magiſtrate, who has his Power 
from the Moral Law, has, by the ſame Law, 
ſufficient Authority to coerce by Puniſhments 
whatever Enormities are committed againſt 
it. 2. We have no Reaſon to ſuppoſe any 
Man to be an Hypocrite in the Matter of 
Separation, which is attended with ſo many 
dreadful Penalties, unleſs notorious Evidence 
will warrant ſuch a judgment. 
A Rational Suſpicion of a Breach of the Di- 
vine Law is enough in the Apoſtle's Judg- 
ment to juſtify the Suſpenſion of my own Act; 
and if it prove only a Thing indifferent in 
jtſelf, yet ſuch Diſſatisfaction will excuſe from 
Sin: For ſo the Apoſtle, Rom. 14. 5. Let 
every Man be fully perſuaded in his own Mind. 
14. To him that eſteemeth any Thing to be un- 
clean. to him it is unclean. 23. He that doubt- 
eth is damned if he eat, becauſe he eateth not of 
Faith; for whatever is not of Faith is Sin. 
Vour Friends, and Vou (Worthy Doctor) 
ſeem to ſtand all this while between the TW 
Extreams of All-Separation and No-Separations 
Let us, therefore, ſee, how you, and your 
Partizans will behave your ſelves againſt them 
both. To the Romaniits you will fay, --= 
It is plain, that it can be no Sia to ſeparate, 
when it is a Sin to communicate. We grans 
it is plain, but then allow. the Diſſenters to 
uſe the ſame Argument againſt you. But 
N 5 D then 
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when I may perſevere without Sin, it niuſt be a 


{ 26 ) 


then J am ſenſible you will reply, It was an 


apparent Breach of the Divine Law, upon 


which we ſeparated from Rome. In the ſame 


manner the Diſſenters ſay, It is an apparent 
Breach of the Divine Law, upon which we 


ſeparated from the Church of England. But 
then J fear you will rejoin, that we ought 


to have truſted wiſer Men than our ſelves. But 
then comes in the Romajiſts, with a ------- 


Tou ought to have truſted wiſer Men than your 
ſelves, your Superiours in the Church, from 
u hom you feparated. No, reply you, But 


we have a Judgment of Diſcretion, and ought 


to be Maſters of our own Reaſon ſo far, 4 
to take Cognixance of our own Acts. Well; 
*tis allow'd by the Diſſenters, but then allow 
What you demand; We likewiſe have a Judg- 


ment of Diſcretion, and ought-to be Maſters 
of our own Reaſon ſo far, 4 to take Cogni- 


Zance of our own Afts, Nothing can be re- 


turn'd, that 1 can-fee, but that it is not for 


ſuch pityful Underlings, as the Diſſenters, to 
talk of Conſcience, and a Judgment of Diſcre-" 
tion; it is enough for ſuch mighty Men of 


the Church only,” to make Uſe of the Ar- 
hrt 8 
Thus you quickly rid your Hands of the 
Romanits ;, but the Diſſenters Objections not 


being ſo eaſily remov'd, you pretend to ſi- 


lence them with a dreadtul Threat. - 
It is plain ( ſays one of you ) that Schiſm 
being / great a Sin, and of ſo extream bad Con- 
ſequences, that which muſt acquit me of the Guilt 
of it in my Separation, can be nothing leſs, than 
an equal Danger on the other Hand, and that 


Sin 


—— 
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indeed, has a ſpecious Countenance on the 
firſt Appearance, if it were not for a few In- 


conveniences in the Argument. 1. That here 


is the whole Queſtion begg'd at once. The 


Queſtion 1s, ---- Whether the Impoſitions of ſuch 
Laws, and Terms of Society, as cannor be ſub- 
mitted to without apparent Breach of the Divine 
Laws, be the only juſt Cauſe of Separation? What 
your Friends have ſaid, and what from them 
we have urg'd, are in the Affirmative, and 


for Proof give us this. ---- That Schiſm bein 


ſo great a Sin, that which muſt acquit us of the 


Guilt of it in our Separation, muſt be equal Dane. 


is ſo great a Sin, that no Danger of Sinning 
whatſoever can acquit one of it; for Ido not 


know, that any thing will compound for Un- 
char itableneſs, for Pride, for ObFfinacy, but Se- 


paration for the Benefit of all God's Ordinan- 
ces, that he may be edify'd, and built up ia 
the moſt Holy Faith, has nothing of the Na- 


ture of abominable Sin in it. 2. Diſſenters 
will anſwer, that the Danger of Sinning is more 


clear, and evident, when / aft againſt my Con- 


ſcience, than in Separating peaceably and mo- 
deſily from a particular Church. There is leſs 
Danger of Sin in breaking a human Conſti- 


tution, which is (at leaſt) queſtionable, whe- 
ther a Man has Power to enjoin, than viola- 
ting my own Reaſon inform'd by all the Means, 


1 can uſe from the Word of God. 3. The 


Diſſenters ſay, that they ought not to ſeparate, 


D 2 but 


Sin to ſeparate upon inſeriour Diſlikes. This, 


ger of Sinning, that is, of an apparent Breach o 
the Divine Lam; which is the Queſtion 1. : 

4 little diſguis'd to make it more paſſable on 
the unwary Reader. The Truth is, --- Schiſm 


EY bony, ©, 
| but when Non- Separation is ſinful : But then 
they ſay likewiſe, that Non-Separation may be 
ſinful upon other Accounts, than the apparent 
Breach of the Divine Law, made the Terms 
of entring into, or continuing in Commu- 
nion. For ſay they, It is our Sin, if a Church 
\ retains ſome Corruptions in it, which preju- 
dice Edification ;, and ſhe ſhall reſolve never to 
make any Alteration in her Worſhip and Diſ- 


' _ cipline, nor make any Progreſs towards a tho- 


rough Reformation in the Scruples which ſhe 
adminiſters to tender Conſciences, not to pro- 
vide for my ſelf elſewhere, and having Op- 
Portunity, I ſin if I take not the Advantage, 
which Providence offers me, and in which the 
Word of God himſelf does warrant me. 
And yet ye wonder, that any Doubt can 
be admitted in this Caſe. But what is the 
- Cauſe of this Admiration ? Why ſome ( ſay 
you) think to waſh themſelves From the Im- 
putation of Schiſm upon other Terms, as, 
namely, - 1f a Church will not require ſuch 
Terms as ate expreſly ſinful, yet if ſhe ſhall require 
indifferent, unneceſſary, or at moſt ſuſpęcted Things, 
that in this Caſe there is enough to excuſe the Per- 
ſon, that ſhall ſeparate from a Participation of that | 
Sin. There are ſome, no doubt, of that Judg- 
ment, and when I have premis'd ſome few 
Things, I will leaye them entirely at your 
nn. i EN 
_ Firſt, then, They join Iſſue ppon this 
Point, tis not becauſe they are ſatisfy'd, that 
the Things requir'd unto Communion, as the 
| antecedent Conditions of it, or to be prac- 
tic'd in Communion, as the Matter of it, are 
indifferent in their Vſe and Application 3, Br 
9 e 


1 
They are ready to maintain them upon equal 
Laus, before equal Judges, that they are ſinful 
in their Uſe antecedent to their Propoſition 3 
but the true Reaſons why they uſe this Place, 
are, I. Ex abundanti, thinking that their very 
Outworks are impregnable againſt your Batte- 
ries. 2. Out of Reſpect to this Church, which 
they highly honour, and rev:rence her too 
much to charge her flatly with ſinful Impoſi- 
tions; and, therefore, offer this State of the 
Queſtion, and are hardly capable of fo much 
Incivility to To conſiderable a Body, and 10 
great a Part of the Viſibie C-cholic Church, 
did not the Importunity ot tome Men of 
your conſpicuons Modeſty extort that An- 
ſwer from them. 3. They doubt, whether 
ſome Church-Men will be Maſters of ſo much 
Patience, as to bear Freedom, the Temperate- 
neſs of Speech, which is abſolutely neceſſary 
to the Managing of the Controverſy when 
thus ſtated ; and have Reaſon to fear, that 
ſome, who provoke them ts aſſert the Sinful- 
ue ſs of the Terms, ill make ſuch an Allertion 
an unpardonable Sin, not to be expiated with- 
een tro m. 
When your Friends ſtate the Queſtion a- 
bout the Things p ted 19 be ſinful, we hum- 
| bly hope, that you will give us Leave to draw 
our own Plea, in our own Terms, and to ex- 
plain what we mean by the ſuſpeFed Things 
in Queſtion, becauſe we lye under no Obli- 
gation to maintain every Propoſition, which 
you, in your well-known Charity, ſhall ob- 
trude upon us. We may, therefore, ſuſ- 
pect a Practice of Sinfulzeſs two Ways. 1. Up- 
on light, fight, and trivial Grounds of 1 
—_ - Mhic 
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which have no Weight with a ſerious, and ra- 
tional Conſiderer. Or, 2. Upon violent Pre- 


ſumpt ions, ſuch as may ſtagger a Perſon of good 


Judgment and Diligence. And theſe are what 
Wwe are willing to argue it with you, Whether 


if a Church ſhall impoſe ſuch Things as the 


Terms of Communion with her, as have, or 
do, or may puzzle judicious Perſons as to 
their Lawfulneſs, and cannot clear it up to 


their Conſciences, that they are lawful,yet they 

uſt not forbear Communion in this Caſe. 
We deſire the ſame Juſtice, in explaining 
our ſelves about the Term Jndifferents A 


Thing may be indifferent in its own Nature, and 


not ſo in its Uſe, as apply'd to, and practic'd 


in the immediate Worſhip and Service of God. 


If the Things under Debate, are upon dili- 


gent Search, found to remain indifferent after 
they are veſted with all their Circumſtances in 
God's Worſhip, we have no manner of Quar- 


rel againſt you; but if they are only indiffe- 
rent in their own general Nature, we deſire to 
be excus'd, if we dare not admit the Conſe- 


£ ueneE. that, therefore, they muſt needs be 
ſo when us'd in God's Wo 


| /orſhip, and then made 
the Terms of Communion. © © 
' Unneceſſary Things may be either ſuch as are 


0 


abſolutely wnneceſlary 3 or ſuch as are Hype- 
thetically ſo: Some Things that are not ab- 


folmely, and in themſelves neceſſary, yet may 


become neceſſary pro hic & nunc, even antece- 
dent to the Inter poſition of the Church's Au- 


thority ; and the Diſfenters ſay, that whatever 


the Church ſhall impoſe ought to be neceſſary, 
either in ſelf, or by concurrent Circumſtances, 


e i 5 
be by a lawful Authority enjoin'd pro Tempe; 
that is, ſo long as ſuch Neceſlity ſhall conti- 

nue; but when that is remov'd, the Things 
ought to return into their former Claſs of In- 
differents. 5 „„ 
When the Diſenters deny the Churches 
Power of impoſing Things eæpreſiy ſinful, they 
deny alſo a Power of impoſing Things ſreful 
by juſt Conſequence. They judge many Things 
ſinful, which are not forbidden xar«' 70 onrip in 
the Scriptures, and many Things Duties, 
Which are not litterally and ſyllabically com- 
manded in the Scriptures. They ſay not, 
that the Sign of the Croſs was ever by Name 


_ prohibited ; but they ſay, that there are un- 
doubted Maxims laid down in the Word, 


from which it will undeniably follow, that 
in its preſent Station in the Church it is ſin- 
ful. Having premis'd theſe Conſiderations, we 
may now venture to hear three things, which 
if they were pertinent, and prov'd as ſtrong- 
ly, as they are ſpoken confidently by your 
Party, I ſhou'd reſt entirely fatisfy'd. The 
firſt conſiſts of a Conceſſion, and an Aſſertion. 
The Conceſſion is (to uſe the Words of an 
Author of yours) I willingly acknowledge, that 
ſuch a Church, as ſhall ſtudionſiy, or careleſily 
clogg her Communion with unneceſſary, burt hen- 
ſome, and ſuſpected Conditions, is very highly to 
blame, that is, ſhe ſins, but that it became 
not him to tell her ſo; and then will I ven- 
ture to ſay a few Words alſo. ----- 1. If it be 
the Churches Sin to command unneceſſary, bur- 
thenſome, ſuſpected Conditions, it cannot be my 
Duty to obey. A Church may poſlibly ſ#: 
in the Matter of her Command, and yet I not 


2 
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fn in doing the Matter of the Command # 
but when the Sin is in the enjoyning, [ can 
by no Means conceive how it ſhou'd be my + 
Sin not to give Obedience. For, I look up- 
on my Duty as the Reſult of the Churches 
805 Authority, but. in thoſe Things, in which ſhe 
has no Authority, it will be impoſlible to find 
'a Foundation upon which to build my Duty. 
All Offices of Juſtice ariſe from that Relation, 
in which he that claims, and he that yields 
Subjection ſtand to each other; but where 
there is no Kelition, there can be no relative 
Duty. Now in this Caſe before us, where 
the Church has no Power to command, nay, 
Where ſhe ſms if ſhe commands, ſo far ſhe is 
none of my Superiour, and therefore, ſo far 
there is no Relation, and by Conſequence the 
Duty no more. 2. If the Church be to blame 
highly, (nay, as your Friend ſays) very highly 
to blame, that cloggs her Communion with 
theſe burthenſome Things, then we may pre- 
ſume ſhe ſs; for, who ſhall dare to aſſume 
ſo much Freedom as to blame her, unleſs ſne 
tranſgreſs the Law of her God. If then ſhe here 
finan'd and tranſgreſs'd ſome Law of God, it 
muſt be ſome negative Precept, --- Thou ſhalt 
not impoſe burthenſome Things; for it ſeems a 
Principle that your Partizans ſeem unwilling. 
to part with on any Terms whatſoever,. 
That what ſoever is not forbidden is lawful. If 
then God had not forbidden her to impoſe 
ſuch burthenſome Things, ſhe cou'd not fin, 
or be to blame in ſo doing (according to 
your Principles) now ſay I, ------ The ſame 
God that has <chibited. the Churches Impo- 
ſition of, has alſo prohibited my ee to 
17 


’'d 8 
burt henſbme Conditions 3 and if you, Gentlemen, 
will produce your Scriptures for the one I will 
equal your Number for the other, whenever you 


pleaſe. Thus we are commanded, 1 Cor. 7. 23. 


| Not to be the Servants of Men, not only bought with 
a Price, and ſet free once, but commanded to aſ- 
ſert that Freedom; and Gal. 5. 1. To ſtand fat 
in that Liberty, wherewith Chriſt has made us freeg 
and not again to be entangled with the Toab of Bon- 
dage. Now if ever theſe Scriptures do us aux 
Service, or be of any Uſe, it muſt be in this par- 
ticular, that I am oblig'd not to take a Burden 
upon my Soul at his Hands, who has no Autho- 
_ rity to impoſe it. If then a Church ſhall clogg 
her Communion with burthenſome Things, ſhe 
is to blame, ſhe ſins, and Iam not bound to obey; 
and therefore, my Departure can be no Schiſm, 
I mean, no Schiſm, but one of Man's Creating. 
3. If a Church fin in clogging her Communion 
with Things; which without Crime or Fraud, are 
ſuſpected of Sin, upon ſuch Grounds as are allow'd 
juſt, and ponderous in other Caſes, then can it 
not be my Sin to ſeparate, For the Church ſins 
in Commanding, and I ſhould ſin againſt the Au- 
thority of God in my Conſcience in doing what 
J really upon ſtrong Pre ſumptions, judge to be ſin- 
ful, tho' it were not commanded. And now one 
wou'd imagine that it were no ſuch meritorious. 
Work, no Act ſo acceptable to God to perſevere 
in the Communion of a Church, when ſhe fins in 
commanding; and I fin in obeying ev'n Ape lted 
. — IT 
Having done with the Conceſſon, we nou come 
to the Afertion, by which we ſhall find, that all, 
that the Conceſſion has giv'n us is at once taken 
from us again, if it were poſlible, and we ſhall 
gain nothing by any thiag you are pleas dito give 


us. There are likewiſe two Parts of the Aſertion, 
Pies eee 1. The 


4 


admitted as good Evidence. 
Perſon coming out of a Houſe, in a great Rage, 
with a bloody Sword in his Hand, and I imme- 
diately enter, and find a Perſon lying in Blood, 
I do aſſure you, that I can by no Means eondemn 

my ſelf of Lightneſs of Belief, or Eaſinefs of enter- 


tn) 


* 


r. The Negative Part, ----- Ii not Hurt henſom- 
neſs, nor every light Suſpicion of Sin, that can juſtify 
4 ni Separation. Concerning Burthenſomneſs, we 

have ſpoken ſomewhat already, yet a Word or 


two may be added about the Sſpicion. Tis not 


alight, or however, not every light Suſpicion, that 
zs but like the Duft of the Balance, that will do it. 
Your Champion, Doctor, expects perhaps, that 
we ſhou'd aſſert, that every light Suſpicion, that 
weighs no more than a Feather, ſhould be enough 
td juſtify a Separation. But there are violent Pre- 


ſumptions, Which they ſay, in ſome Caſes are 


7 Suſpicions if I ſuſpect the Man I met to be 
the Murderer; light Suſpieions may be as eaſily 
ſhaken off as faſten'd on, but it becomes no wiſe 


Man to act againſt theſe ſtrong Preſumptiont of Sin, 
Which the Diſſenters have of the impos'd Terms 


of Communion; and it will appear, that they are 
fuch as may make a hardy, reſolute Per ſon ſtand, 


and pauſe before he ruſhes upon the Practice. 
1. They are fore that Chriſt is the perfect, 


and therefore, the only Law-giver of his Church. 
Had he not been the former, there had been no 
Pretetice, that he ſhou'd be the latter. Now 
ſeeing that theſe Terms of Communion, are 


Laws impos'd on the Church, they ſeem to im- 


peach his Wiſdom, as not ſceing the fitteſt 


Terms for his Church to hold Communion upon ; 
they ſeem to reproach his Care, that he has not 


left Laws enow for kis Chürch ; and they ſcem 


to thvade his Authority withour any Warrant; 


uſpi- 


a which Things are fufficieus to raiſe a 8 
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wWou'd act againſt. 
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cion (at leaſt) of good Strength in a wiſe Ma n's 


Breaſt, which none but a raſh and hardy Spirit 


2. They are ſure, that ſome of theſe Condi- 
tions have been occaſion'd by, and us'd in, and 
with, and are ſuited, and accommodated to the 


groſſeſt Idolatry that ever was in the World, and 
is at this Day us'd to give Countenance to it. 


And they ſay, they are ſure, that God did once 


hate Idolatry, and ſo hate it, as that he could 
not endure to be ſery'd in the Veſſels, worſhipp'd 


in the Places, nor after the Manner (in the moſt 


minute Circumſtances ) that 14olar-y was com- 
mitted in. And, therefore, we have Reaſon to 


ſuſpect, that the Things requir'd of us are diſ- 
pleaſing to God; our Uſing of them has em- 


Holden'd 1dolaters, and harden'd them to go on 
without Repentance in the Way of ſo great an 
Abomination. Nor have they been a Bridge, as 


was hop'd, to bring them oyer to us, but a Brook 
to waft us over to them, they being more hard- 


en'd by our retaining them, and ſome of our own = 
made more wavering, thinking, that there can 
be no great Difference between thoſe Religions, 
where there is ſo great a Symbolizing in out- 


ward Modes and Ceremogies 


5 ED They are ſure, That all uncommanded Wore 
| ſhip is forbidden Worſhip, and do think their Time 


ill beſtow'd with him, that fhall deny it. All 


Worſhip being Part of that Homage, and Ser- 


vice we owe to God, it will be impoſſible to 
gheſs what he will accept as ſuch, without Re- 
velation. Now we are ſure, Reverend Doctor, 
that both you and your Champion own the Li- 
turgy to have been a principal Part of Worſhip, _ 
and we are as ſure, that the Ceremonies are Pat 
of the Liturgy, and that which is a Part of 2 


Part is Part of the Whole, nor can any Man diſ- 
„ CS | cern 
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tern any Difference between them, and other 


Things, which are confeſſedly Parts of Worſhip ; 
and therefore they think, that they may with 
Modeſty ſay ---- There is Ground enough for a 
violent Suſpicion of their Sinfulneſs. = 


The Afirmative Part of this Aſſertion follows 


It muſt be plain Neceſſity, or Certainty of Sin in 
Compliance, that can juſtify any Separation, ſays the 


Author I before hinted at, and with him, Doc- 


tor, you all agree; but 1 ſhou'd be very glad to 
| know what Certainty of Sin you will allow to 
juſtify a Separation? Do you expect a Mathe- 
ma tical Certainty ? or only a moral Afſurance ? 


If you ask anArithmetician ( ſays Juſt. Martyr in 


bis Dialogue with Trypho ) how many twice two 
Will make, he will anſwer you as often - four. 
And if I were ask'd a Thouſand Times what Cers 


tainty of Sin were requir'd to the Suſpenſion of my 
own Act, I wou'd as often anſwer no more of Ne- 
ceſſity, than that the Thing does not appear to 


my beſt and impartial Judgment to be lawful; 


Separation is not neceſſarily a Sin; there are as 
pregnant Commands for it, as Prohibitions of it: 


It may be a Duty, and it may be a Sin, and why 
need we not as plain Argument to prove that 


Separation is not my Duty, as that it is not ay 


Sin? ſince it may be one, as well as the other? 
But I find, you Gentlemen are not without 


your Reaſons here, ſuch at leaſt, as the Cauſe 
will furniſh. : 33G 


Forasmuch (will you ſay) as I cannot be 2 | 
charg'd from a plain Duty, but by an equal Plainneſs 


of Sn. This Rgaſon, indeed, at firſt Sight has a 


pretty Sort of an Aſpect enough, yet in Reality 


it demonſtrates no more, than that he who offers 
it bears a very good Will to the Cauſe. For, 1. It 
js no more than a plain Begging the Queſtion, 
1. That Compliance is à plain Duty; _— = 

DOR © 5 eed 


5 „ 
dleed is a plain Sin, but Separation is not plainly 
Schiſm. It is a plain Contradiction to the Aſſers 
tion, but not aà plain Confutation of it, unleſs 
the Denyal of it in other Words he to be cal d 2 
Confutation. The Buſineſs in ſhort is this I ſuſ- 
pect ſuch Compliance nor to be my Duty; and again, 
——1 ſuſpect the Terms of Communion ty be ſin ful R 
and ſurely we may ſet ſuſpected Sin as a Bar to 
what is but ſuſpected Duty. Let us but a little 
compare Things, that which you call plain Duty, 
is Compliance with ſuch a Church as impoſes 
Things unneceſſary, burt henſom, and ſuſpicions; that 
which you call plain Sin, is the refuſing ſuch Com- 
pliance. Now this, ſay I, is a plain begging of 
the Queſtion, which is all the Plainneſs in this of. 
fer d Reaſon. Firſt, To enquire whether ſuch a 
Separation, or Non-Compliance be lawful, and 
then to ſuppoſe ſuch Compliance to be plain Duty, 
and then to afhgn this for the Reaſon, that no- 
thing but equal Plainneſs of Sin can diſcharge me 
from a plain Duty. The Diſſenters do affirm, 
that it is as plain, nay more plain, and if you will 
have it, Doctor, ſo much more plain a Sin to prac- 
Liſe the Ceremonies, than to ſeparate : For Se- 
paration may be a Duty in ſome Caſes, but the 
Practiſing ſuch Ceremonies cannot be a Duty in 
any Caſe. on this Side Divine Preſcription. God 
has warranted Separation in general, but he has 
not in the ſame Manner warranted Ceremonies. - 
 -A ſecond Reaſon added to this by ſome of 
your Friends is this - Aud as for this Phraſe 
L ſuſpected ] it 5/0 looſe and uncertain, that there's 
0 Hold of it, Men will eaſily ſuſpect what they have 
no Mind to. Whether this Word [. ſuſpetted ] be 
a Phraſe or not, I ſhall leave. to the wranghng 
Grammarians; only Iam affraid, that in a while 
every ſmall Particle will be a Phraſe, when theſe 
Gentlemens Occaſions {hall require it. A fare: 


r 2 — ak 
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ted Evil is no ſuch trivial Thing in the Apoſtles 


Divinity, as theſe Gentlemen wou'd perſwade 
us. To act in any Caſe, when we have not a 
clear Light into the Lawfulneſs of the Action, 
is Sin, and ſuch an One as renders the Actor ob- 
noxious to eternal Damnation. He that doubts is 
damned if he eat. And indeed, to act againſt the 
Reſtraint of our own judgment, h miſtaken, 


argues a Mind prepar'd to act againſt our Judg- 


meats, if they had not been miſtaken. He, that 


fſhall attempt to clip the Queen's Coin, may 
meet with a plated Piece, yet had it been right 
Standard, he wou'd have ſerv'd it no better. 
That Men will eaſily ſuſpect what they have no Mind 
, ought not to prejudice thoſe, who have no 
Mind to a Thing becauſe they ſuſpect it to be 


evil. *Tis as eaſy for another to ſay, that what 


Mien have a deſperate Love to, they will by no 
Means be brought to ſuſpe& the Sinfulneſs of. 
What wiſe Man wou'd ſuſpe& 400 or 500 l. per 

Annum to he unlawful ? Our Inclinations natu- 
rally warp towards Eaſe and Reſt; and they 


who know no God but their miſtaken ſelves, 
will own no Scripture but what is dictated from 


the Inſpiration of fleſhly Intereſt. The Byas of 
Nature draws us more to ſuſpect the Law fulneſs 
of that, which being unlawful wou'd undo us, 
than to ſuſpect that to be wlawful, which being 
lan ſul wou'd advance us. 66708 ol 


Aud this might juſtify all ſober Diſſenters, 


that they, who condemn them are confeſs'd tq 
be to blame, in clogging thein Communion with - 


unneceſſary, burthenſom and ſuſpected Condi- 
tions; and they, who are condemn'd for ſuſ- 
petting it to be as ſinful in them to obey, as it 
is in others to command, and thereupon ſuſ- 


pending their Complyance, are either violently 
caſt out of, or not admitted into Communion 
and this is your Monſtrous Schiſmatis, And 


(39) 

And I am very confident, that not only the 
Scriptures, but all Antiquity, with the unani- 
mous Suffrage of the Reform'd Churches, will 
juſtify, and acquit that Perſon of the Guilt of 
Schiſm, who being ſound in the Faith, holy in 
his Life, earneſtly pleading and petitioning for 
Reformation; humbly deſiring that he may have 
Chriſt's Ordinances upon Chriſt's Terms, and 
yet being deny'd his Right, ſhall make his Ap- 
plications to ſome other particular Church of 
 Chrift, where his Admittance may be more eaſy, 
his Continuance more certain, and ſafe, his Mind 
not diſtracted with Suſpicions about his own 
Actings, but his whole Strength and Spirits ex- 
pended in the Edification of his own Soul in 
Truth, Holineſs, and Peace, which before were 
waſted in doubtful Diſputations. 
The ſecond Thing you will fay, is —— Ifthe 
Non-Neceſſuty of ſome of the Terms of Communion, 
be a Warrant for Separation, then there can be no 
ſuch Thing as Schiſm at all. 1 make no Manner 
of Queſtion, that thoſe, who urge this Argu- 
ment, intend that it ſhall proceed 4 Remotione 

Conſequentis, ad Remotionem Antecedentis. But 
there is ſuch a Sin 4: Schiſm, therefore the Non- 
Neceſſity of ſome of the Terms of Communion 
is not a Warrant of Separation. There are 
many Things, that I wou'd anſwer to this Ar- 
gument. 1. That the whole Syllogiſm is trou- 
bled with the Old Malady call'd Igonoratio Elenchi, 
ſince we find but juſt in the precedent Argu- 
ments the particular Author of this undertook 
to prove, That the Churches requiring indifferent, 

unneceſſary, or at moſt, ſuſpected Things, wou'd not 
excuſe the Perſon, that ſhould ſeparate, from the 

Built of Schiſm. Afterwards we find burthenſom 
put into the Argument. And now you are con- 
tent with this frail Concluſion, that rhe 555 
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Neceſſity of ſome of the Terms is no ſufficient Warrant of Sea 
paration, which is an Argument, ſome call an Ignorance 


of the Queſtion; but I call it a fighting with his meer 
Shadow. What if bare Non-Neceſſity alone, without Bur- 


thenſomneſs; or, what if both theſe without ſtrong Suſ- 


picion of Sin, will not warrant it, yet if all theſe put to- 
gether will do it, the Diſſenters will eſcape the Imputation 


of Schiſm and Schiſmatics. 2. I deny the Conſequence, 


* 


There might be, there wou'd be Schiſm, too much Sthiſm z 
tho? I confeſs, not half ſo much as there is, tho* the Non- 


Feceſſity were a good Warrant of Separation. If Schiſm 
indeed lay in nothing but in running away from aChurch 
(as the vulgarError carries it). you had come a little nearer. 
to the Mark. But, if we durſt content ourſelves with the, 
Scripture-Notion of Schiſm, which includes theſe Feuds, 
Heats, inteſtine Broils, theſcEnvyings, Malignities, with. 
which factious, and bandying Parties in the Boſom of. the 
Church do perſecute one another, there might be as much, 
 Scbiſm, as almoſt the Devil could deſire, and yet no Sepa- 
ration. But let us hear the Proof that is brought of the 
Conſequence, — Forasmucb (ſay they) as there never was, or 


probably ever will be ſuch a Church, that requir d nothing of thoſe 


in ber Communiou, but Things ſtrid h, and abſqlutely neceſſary. 
Ergo What? Why therefore, if the Non- Neceſſiiy of ſome of the 


Terms of Communion be a ſufficient Warrant of Separation, tbere 
can be no ſuch Thing as Schiſm, Pray forbear; there is, as I 


take it, a Medium between Non-Neceſſity, and ſftriQly, 
and abſolutely neceſfary.. I mean thoſe things, which being 
neither neceſſary in their own Nature, nor made fo by any 


Poſitive Law of God in particular; yet by a Concurrence 


of weighty Circumſtances, ſerving under ſome general 
Command of God, do become at that Time, and under 
thole Circumſtances neceſſary; and theſe are thoſe things 


wherein many Churches, I ſuppoſe, all Churches have at 
one Time or other exercis'd their Power; now then, it 
is Time, that if the non-abſolute Neceſſity of the Terms: 


of Communion be a Warrant of Separation, there wou'd be 


no ſuch thing as Schiſm at al, by unwarrantable Separaticn 
from aChurch, becauſe perhaps there never was a Church, 


that requir'd nothing of thoſe in her Communjon, but 


things abſolutely neceſſary; yet it may be true, that the 


Non: Neceſſity of the Terms of Communion, may be a good 
Warrant for Separation; and yet there may be Schiſm e- 
nough in the World. For captious froward Spirits will be 
cavilling at, and dividing, upon Account of thoſe Things, 
which by a particular Church are requir'd, becoming ne- 


car 


3 (4) 
| ee for Circumſtances. But to inform you aright in this 
atter. The Non-Conformiſts do affirm, that whatever is 
made a Condition of Communion ought to have ſome Kind 
_ of Neceſſity in it, and with it, antecedent to its Impoſition 3 
and being made fuchja Condition, inſiſted upon; and ſome 
have attempted to prove what we are not at all concern'd 
to deny — That there nevet was, nor ever will be any ſuch 
Church that requir'd nothing of thoſe in her Communion, but 
Things abſolutely neceſſary, To prove this you bid us name 
one Church if we can, that bas admitted of no other Opinion, 
or Rites, but ſuch as have been abſolutely neceſſary. Hold? 
you ſhould prove, that There never was any Church in any 
Age in any Country, but had impos'd Things not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, and you attempt only to prove, that there never 
was any Church but that admitted fuch Things. But is 
there no critical Difference between admitting in the 
_ Uſe and Practice ſome Things indifferent, in an indiffe- 
rent way, and impoſing, and enjoining them as neceſſary 
Terms of Communion ? I will, Doctor, make a fair Mo- 
tion. Let this Church admit of the Uſe and Practice of 
ſome Things, not abſolutely neceſſary, yet neither in 
their Nature ſinful, nor for Multitude burthenſom, nor 
for Abuſe ſuſpected, nor in their inſtituted Uſe ſacra- 
|, mental, and yet not impoſe them as zeceſſary Conditions of 
Communion; and if there be leſs Vniformity, there will be 
a thouſand times more Vyity, and true inward Lqve, 2 
Evangelical Tendernefs and Fraternal Forbearance to fl 
compenſate a little ontward Decorum, which perhaps is 
very ſurprizing with Wemen and Children, _ 
The Sophiſtry of this Way of Arguing, I doubt not, is 
obvious to the Reader. Since by this, your Party- Men 
wou'd make it out, that there's no Church, which admits 
not ſome Determinations, not ſtrictly and abſolutely ye- 
_ ceſſary, and from thence wou'd difingeniouſly infer, that 
there's no Church, but what IMO SES ſuch not ab- 
ſolutely necefſary Determinations; and further, thence 
infer, that if unneceſſary Terms of Communion be 2 
Warrant of Separation, there can be no Schiſm in the 
World at all; whereas there are ſuch Things, as being 
neither unneceſſary, nor yet abſolutely neceſſary may be fit 
Matter of Agreement in Chriſtian Societies, that the 
may be more ſteadily govern'd, more peaceably, and in« 
a offenſively manag'd; the Ordinances more methodical 
5 and orderly adminiftred, and the Spiritual and Etern 
Welfare of Souls more effectually advanc'de 
The Third and laſt Thing you Gentlemen ſay is, «= 
That ſome Things are neceſſary io the Conſtitution end Admi- 
wiſtrarion of a particular Church that ate nos in ibemſeſves 85 
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keſſery abſolutely conſider d. But what this is to the Purpoſe 
je. Ling the Thing to be proy'd is — That Ihings 452 
ferent, unneceſſary, Oc. im pos d as Condztious of Communion 
are not enough to excuſe the Perſon that ſeparates from a Par- 
ricipgrion of the Sin of Schiſm. This is the Order of the 
Argument. — If ſome Things are neceſſary to the Con- 
ſtitution of a Church, which are not abſolutely neceſſary 
in themſelves, then the Impoſition of unneceſſary Terms 
of Communion is no Excuſe for Separation. But the 
former is true, Ergo, ſo is the latter; or in. ſhort, if ſome 
Things be neceſſary, then the Church may impoſe Things 
not neceſſary, which was the Thing to be provid, 

I have, and others beſides me have told you, that many 
Things not neceſſary in themſelves may become neceſſary pro 
bie & nunc; but then they muſt be thus qualifyd before. 
they can be fit Matter of a Church's Determination, 
1. They muſt be neceſſary one way. or other antecedently 
to the Church's Determination. 2. The Neceſſity muſt 
extend as far as the Determination : For if they become 
neceſſary to one particular Church, and not to another, 
it will not oblige the other Church to come under the 
Impolition, unleſs they come alſo under the Neceſſity. 
3. That when the Neceſſity evidently ceaſes, the Impoſi- 
tion ought ally to ceaſe 3. and the Members'of the Church 
may claim it of Right to be releas'd of the Burden, and 
may reſume their former Liberty, which the preſent Ne- 
ceſſity did reſtrain. 4. Churches are got to feign Neceſ- 
 fities, and imaginary Exigencies, as an Engine of ambi- 
tious Spirits to try Concluſions upon Mens Conſciences, 
or practiſe upon their Tameneſs; and therefore the Ne- 
ceſſity ought to be ſuch, as carrics its own Evidence 
6•!ÿ! TS OO CT oe ng 
There are many Things which the Divine Authority 
Has determin'd as to its Kind and Sort, which yet are not 
ſo determin'd in the Individuals; now when a Church 
meets with any cf "theſe, ſhe muſt come to a Determina- 
tion; for otherwiſe the Divine Commands cannot poſſi- 

bly be reduc'd into Act, nor our Duty exercis'd. Thus 
he has commanded his Churches to aſſemble together for 
public Worſhip 3 he has appointed them Ordinances, | 
herein to receive Mercy and Grace from him; and Ot- 
' ficers to adminiſter. the Ordinances in the Church: The 

\  Qburch, therefore, is oblig'd to do whatever is neeeſſary 
to the doing of her Duty. Thus God having oblig'd them 
to worſhip, they muſt come to an Agreement about the 
Place, meerly becauſe it is impoſſible ts meet no where, 
but in ſome Place But if the Divine Will has not deter- 
min d in Specie, Man cannot under the moſt ſpecious Pre- 
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tence of Decency, or Adorning the Worſhip inſtitute aqy 


Thing, becauſe it wants fome Head ot Divine Command to 


which to reduce it. Thus God having given no Com- 


mand to any Church to worihip him under ſenſihle Forms 
and Signs of inviſible Grace, no Church has Power to 
infticute any ſuch, and worſhip God by them. For ia this 


Caſe, Divine Wiſdom, Love, and Authority have demon- 


ſtrated themſelves, and ſettied enow to anſwer God's 


End and ours. 


If Chriſt had faid As often as you baptize beſides 


the Waſhing with Water, which 1 have commanded you, 
ſee that you make ſome Figure over the Face of the Per- 


ſon to be baptized, and had not determin'd the Figure, 
Hexagonial, Pentagonal, or the like, the Church muſt 


Come to a Concluſion about ſome Figure, or the Duty 


.cou'd never he performed. . | | 
But a general Command — That all Things be done de. 


cen, and in Order will never be ſufficient to introduce 
_ theſe Symbolical Cercmonies, becauſe the Command may 


be ſatisfy'd wichout them, or any of them. They are 
not neceſſary fo much as by Dzsjun#:on. Whatever is com- 
prehended under a Divine Precept is a neceſſary Duty at 


leaſt by Disjunctien, antecedent to any Command of any 


Church; but theſe Ceremonies are not neceſſary in an 

Senſe autecedently to the Command of a Church, and 
therefore, are not comprehended under the general Pre- 
cept of — Let all Things be done decently and in Order. And 
indecd if they were, the Sign of the Croſs wou'd be a ne- 


_ cefſary Duty not only in or at Bapti:m, but in the Lord's 


Supper, in every Prayer, inall Preaching, in Singing ok 
Plalms, and in every Religious Exerciſe, ſince that Pre- 


cCept enjoins Al Things to be done decently, and in Order; and 


we may preſume, that our Saviour with his Diſciples and | 
Apoſtles perform'd all Divine Service in the moſt decent, 
congruous, and moft edifying Modes, and yet they never 
practis'd that, or any other Cer; mony of that Sort, and 
therefore they are not comprehended under the Rule. : 
But let us hear one of your Champions, who is teſolv'd 


to give us two Inſtances of this Truth, that Some Things = 


. . * 4; 23 i f 
| gre neceſſary to tbe Conſtitution, and Adminiſtration of a p - 


tetular Church, that are not in thamſelves neceſſary, abſolutely 


conſider 4. If he had pleas'q he might have giv'n us {wo 


hundred, for we are perfectly unconcern'd in them all. 
1. The firſt Inftance ic he Abſtaining from Thing e ſtrangled, 
and Blood, was by the Council of Jerufalem adjudg d and de- 


clas neceſſary by the Gentiles, in Order 19 an Accommodation 


between them and the Jens » end yet I ſuppoſe (lays he) ſcarce 
ſervation of thet Abſtinence ſo enjom 4 


veceſſam in iijſelf. F 2 But 


— 
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hut let us a little examine this great Inſtance. It was 
adjudg d, and declar*d neceſſary to be obſerv'd ( ſays be) 
therefore ( 7) it was enjoyn'd becauſe firſt neceſſary, 
and not made neceſſary by the Injundtion: The Thing was 
not unneceſſary before the Synodal Letters, nor theCoun- - 
cil at Liberty to have determin'd the contrary, unleſs an 
Accommodation between ew and Gentile was a thing un- 
neceſſary. 4d 15, 28. It ſeem'd good to the Holy Gboſt 
and to us, to lay upon you no greaterBurthen, than thoſe - 
_ neceflary things wajiv e $rayyxs; Twrev. Now Doctor, 
I wiſh you wou'd try your Skill, to conclude a Power to 
 Impole Things unneceſſary from this Fact of theirs, who 52 
only impos'd Things neceſſary. JJ 
28. That Council had the immediate Aſſiſtance of the 
0 Fob Gbo?, and might more ſafely adyenture upon ſuch an 
Impoſition, than any Particular, or National Church; who, 
_ as they have no Promiſe, cannot in Faith expect any ſuch 
extraordinary Direction. And we hope, that no Church 
will aſſume equal Power to impoſe, unleſs they cou'd pro- 
duce equal Authority for their Power, in which the Con- 
8 822 of Chriſtians might ſecurely acquieſce. It wou'd 
e a ſtrange Language froma SYNOD, Ii ſeem'd good te | 
be Holy Gboſt, and to ws to lay upon you no other Burdens 
ban theſs neceſſary Things, that yet obſerve all Ceremonies 
1 of our Appointment. e 
1 3. The People might reaſonably conform to that De- 
| Cree, which had their own Antecedent. Conſent, and the 
more patiently bear the Burden that was impog'd on them 
_ without themſelves; for this Canon was not only ſent to the 
Churches by the Order of the Apoſtles, Elders, & Brethren, 
But alas! The Caſe is otherwife with the poor Churches 
in Reference to Impoſition, of late Ages, who koow n * 
more what Impoſitions ſhall be laid upon their Conſcien- iT 
ces, than the poor Horſe is acquainted whither his Maſter | 
J;˙ 8 | 
: 7 This was a Decree not to burthen them, but tg caſe 
and relieve them; not to pinch the Gentiles, but to diſ- 
charge them of thoſe ſeryile Loads, which ſome Fudaizing . 


\ 


1 Don verts wou'd have impos'd on them. We read, ver. 1. 
= That certain came down fiom Judea, which taugbt the Bre- 
15 ben, and ſaid, Except ye be circumci- d after the Manner of 


Moles, ye cannet he ſav'd. And when Paul and Barnabas 
oppos d this Tyranny, yet, ſuch was their Zeal ſor their 
Ola Ceremonies, that they reinforc'd their ſcatter'dSqua- 
drons from Certain of the S of the Phariſees who be- 
liev'd (ver. 5.) ſaying, That it was neceſſary 10 Circumciſe 
8bem, aud command them ta keep the Law of Moſes, At laſt, 
it comes befgre the Council, and they determine againft 


7 . . 
* 


- 


VVV 
hole Fudaizirg Bigots; that their blind Zea! ſhonld not 
be the Meaſure of what was neceſſary, or unneceſſary; and 
yet not to exaſperate them, left perhaps they might a- 
poſtatize wholly from Chriſt, and relapſe to Moſes (as they 
were in a fair Way) they determine, Jo lay no other Bur- 
then upon them, but thoſe really neceſſary Things : In Oppo- 
| fition to thoſe Other, which the Fewiſh Brethren falſly 
_ pleaded to be weceſſary. So that they eas'd the Burthen, 
Which ſome wou'd by Doctrine have laid upon their Shoul- 
ders; and only charg'd them by their Determination 
with what was really neceſſary. | | 25 
Let us conſider the things impos'd, v. 29. Abſtain- 
ing from Meat; offer'd to Idols, and from Blood, and 
from things ſtrangled, and from Fornication: Of which 
Fornication was unlawful in itſelf. By Blood, many 
Learned Men underſtand Murther, which Opinion, the 
Learned Dr. Hammond recites, and as I remember, ap- 
proves. And as to the not eating Things ſtrangled, ic has 


Contracted a very reyerend and grave Countenance by its 


Antiquity, being number'd among the ſeven Precepts of 
the Sons of Noah; and laſtly, as tor Meats offer'd to 1dols ; 
under that Not ion it was, and ſtill is unlawful, © 
6. All this was for avoiding Scandal, the Morality of 
which Precept, had it been undecſiood by the rawNovice 
Profeſſors of the Gentiles, it had taught them to abſtain 
from a greater Matter than Blood, or Things ſtrangled, 
(ſuppoſing them indifferent) that they might give no 
_ Offence. And therefore, while this Canon was in Force, 
and the ſharpeſt Edge ſet on it, I queſtion not but that 
the Gentile Chriſtian might have eaten the rd Tywrey pri- 
vately, or in Company, where no Offence was taken. 
For what were the Fews concern'd, what I ſhou'd eat at 
_ - home either of the uses, Fragments, or Portions of the 
| Sacrifices ſent to me by the Heathen Relation; or of 
' thoſe Things, that were kill'd by Suffocation. For thus 
was the End of the Decree attain'd, the Apoſtles [otisfy'd, 
and the Fews pleas'd, and the Chriftian Liberty aſſerted, 
and vindicated. But the Caſe is otherwiſe wit': is, for 
ſuch is the Holineſs of a Croſs, that any Miniſter omit- 
ting it, in Compliance with a weak Conſcience, ſhall be 
' tall'd by you Doctor, an Underminer of the Church, a 
| 8 of his Office, and the like, as you us d ſome 
Eminent Divines in yeur 5th of November Sermon, for 
the meer Tenderneſs of ſome Great Men of the Church 
to the well meaning Piſſenters: Nor wou'd ſuch .Omil+ 
ion efcape under a Suſpenſion 46 22 & Beneficio. 
J. Here was no Penalty affix'd, by Way of Sanction to 


hi e. L les contented themſelves with that 
N A P miritual 
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Spititual Power, uith which the Lord Chrift had arm'd 
them: Nor do we read, that any were ever excommuni- 
cated about it 3 nor urg'd it as an indiſpenſible Condition 


Fl 


 ofenjoying the Ordinances of the Goſpel. 


8. Ir appears from the Apoftle Paul, that when this. 
Decree bad a little gratify'd People, tenacions of Old 
Uſages, and humour'd them into ſome handſome Com- 
pliance, it expir'd of Courſe { as to whatever Obligation 
aroſe from the Prohibition of Things in themſclves indif- 
| ferent) and lay among the Obſolete Canons not regard- 
ed. For, when the Reaſon of an EccleſiaſticalLaw ceaſes, 
the Law itſelf ceaſes, without any formal Repeal; which 
| ſome expecting it ſhou'd have been more ſolemn, con- 
% fey: 
There is no Queftion, but thoſe Churches going off 
from the Dregs of Nome, finding their People both igno- 
rant, and obſtinate, and extreamly averſe to a thorough _ 
Reformation, did in Prudence leave them ſome of their 
Old little Toys, till they ſhou'd know better, and then 
they wou'd throw them away themſelves. They who had 
ſuckt in Popery with their Mother's Milk, wou'd be very 
peeviſh, and wrangle unmercifully, to be wean'd all at 
once: Staid Nurſes did therefore deal with them as they 
cou d bear, expecting when they ſhou?d fall to more manly 
Food, But fecing by this Time, that they have either 
reach'd their End, or never will; and ſeeing the ſubtle 
Enemy of Purity and Peace wou'd prevent their Ends, if 
they be permitted quietly to expire and die of themſelves 
(Which they wou'd ſoon do, if not fetch'd again by their 
over officious Friends Importunity ) the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion wou'd have no Cauſe to bewail their Funerals. * 
The ſecond Inftance before mention'd, is in Church» 
Government. The ſhort of it is thus much —— That ſome 
_ Church-Governmentis neceſſary, yet no particular Form 
neceflary : As, whether it ought to be Monarchical, or A. 
riſtocratical; Epiſcopel, or Conſiſtorial. This ſeems very dan- 
 gerous Doctrine. For there, it ſeems, Epiſcepal Govern- 
ment is robb'd of its Old Pretence to Fus Divinum. And 
now the Presbyterian and Congregational Forms ſtand upon 
even Grounds with the Prelatical, ſaving in what this laſt 
has got the Advantage by. Law. But here we are to under» 
Fang, that his 7exz, and his Marginal Reading do 2 
vary, For his Text reads thus — Few, or none will affirm, 
that either of theſe Forms (Epiſcopal or Contiftorial) are ne- 
eſſary.” But his Margin reads thus I do not mean io weaken 
. the Authority and Reputation of Epiſcopal Government, which 1 
think zo be beſt in itſelf, and Apoſtolical for its Antiquity: Thus 
3ſt, he tells us, That theEpilcopal Mode is ngt gegen 
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and yet he does it not at all to weaken 
it has been bitherto reputed to ſtand upo 
by our Learned Church- 
to the Fact has 
Wann, 5 1 
| But this is not the worſt, here ſeems to be an irrecon- 
Cileable Contradiftion. Epiſcopacy s indifferent, and yet 
beſt in itſelf ; Not Neceſſary, and yet Apoſtolical. But let 
bim make himlelf agree with himſelf whilſt I examine 
his Reaſoning. TE rd 
Cburcb-Goverument is ne ſſary in general; but this, or 
that Form of Government in particular is not neceſſary 
( 191 abſolutely neceſſary ) therefore ſome things not veceſſary 
in themſelves are, or may be neceſſary to the Conſtitution, or 
Adminiſtration of a particular Church. This, if I miſtake not 
much, is the whole Strength of this Period. To which I 
anſwer in theſe Particulars, 1. That tho? the Scripture 
does not trouble us with the Terms of Art, Monarchicaly 
Ariſtocratical, Democratical, yet at leaſt, all the Officers be- 
longing to the Church of Chriſt are there ſpecially determin'dz 
and from the Nature of the Officers, the Species, or par- 
ticular Form of Government will of Neceſſity emerge. I 
the Officers of the particular Churches ſtand upon equal 
Ground one with another, the Government which relults 
from that will be Ariſtocratical, If this be an Imparity and 
Subordination of the Governours of ene Church to an- 
other, the Government which reſults from that will be 
| Monarchical, And if the Churches govern'd by their re- 
ſpective Paſtors, are not knit together by ſome common 
Band, the Government will be decominated Congregatio- 
nal. 2, Suppoſing that the Government is only commanded 
in general, but the particular Form not determin d, yet this 
will never conclude, that the Church may impoſe Things 
as Terms of Communion, which are not commanded in ge- 
' neral. It can never follow, that a Church may inſtitute, 
and impoſe Ceremonies, for which there is no general War- 
rant, becauſe it muſt agree upon a Government for which 
| there is no generalWarrant : Nor that ſhe may impoſe thoſe 
things which are not neceſſary, neither to the Conſtitution, 
or Adminiſtration of a Church, becauſe ſhe muſt determine» 
upon that which  weceſſery, both to the Conſtitution and 
Adminiſtravion of it. 3. He pretends to prove, that it is 
unlawful to ſeparate, upon the Account of unneceſſary Con: 
ditions of Communioa, and he gives us an Inſtance in Epiſ- 
copacy, which yet his Margin affirms to be beſt in itſelf, and 
Apoſtolical for Antiquity. From hence we are inſtructed, 
That unneceſſary Conditions are ſuch as are, or may be 
beſt in themſelves. And let him, or you Doctor, ab | 


its Reputation, tho 
upon a Diviae Bottom 
Men, But a Declaration contrary 

no more Credit with me, than it needs 


5 ther of ydur Party, Bs ſich Terms of Combi N 
as being umeceſſary in themſelves, are yet beſt in tbemſt 99 > 
and Iam: confident, there will be an End of this CH. 
yerſy. If Epiſcopal Governmeny he beſt in 31ſelfy how wHl he 
then conclude the Churches Power to impole indifferent 
Things, unneceſſary Things, which are not heft in them 
ſelves? But if Epiſcopal Government be indifferent, t, an 
N unneceſſary. in ſelf, how is it beft in itſelf, and of 4poſtoſi® 
__. cal*Antdquity ? An indifferent thing beſt in-itſeIf,a unne-.. 
ce ſſary Apoſtolical Conſtitution, is a Notion-whi Meh. ſounds 5 
_.__ very harſhiy in my Ears, and certainly muſt iñ "thoſe or” RE 0 
5 mort Readers. CN 
gut we are al tir d out with the Paralogimte IRE 
<2 ald a greatClamour of Scbiſm, Srhiſm, às the Manner 
is, and when we come to enquire after the Reaſon, d 
4̃te return d with a vi dicity or which is all one; nothing 
do the Purpoſe, | 
+ chan kara put an Endto this Epiftle, worthy Doftor; 
Vich ſome Hiats of the Subjects on which we ſhall addreſs 
Fou in our ſubſequent. I ſhall, therefore, conſider the 
ſeveral Ways your Party have propos i for the Preven-- 
_ flog of :Church-Divition, The Paps! Methods; the keep- 
ing the People in 1; 88 An iufalſible-Ju Fe Scr. 
The Nature of the Thin s ſccupl'd by the nterss, 
5 1 thewing, that there is no Neceſfity of Berigeigg either 
. 9 or Truth to Peace, u nich may be pürchasd 
At eafter Races; or elſe would be too dear. — An Exami- 
nation 61 that Principle, Thar God Jays very linie Streſs on 
ee in Niigim. Whether the Magiftrate _ 
Authority to determine ſuch Externals in Religion; 
_ irs Marcers| of Diſpute. In what: Chriftian' Tibecty 
- eontifts, ahd the Dienert vindicated from that Infinit- | 
- ation: (which you, arid:others: of ybur Kidney Have un “ 
3 5 Ee 5 Je promoted J*that they pretend by their Chriſtian 
O hbarter to be diſcharg'd from their Obedience to LAwWW]W 
. On tender Conſcience ; What it is, and its Priviledges: . 1 
Ac perhaps, ſome other Points net neecffary no tag 
| 5 's 25 enumerate;? All which! 1 recommend td War ſerious 
3 beczaſe there is nd Man has been more. inves. . 
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46 difcover'd lefs' Chriſtian Moderation; than 5 5 
Vt ; ne Fitts wha dae Den s Fay: . 


